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1. Disclaimer 

These By-Laws do not take precedence over any other laws set down by Federal, State, 

or Local Government Departments, the Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA), or 

Recreational Aviation Australia (RAAus). They should be read in conjunction with the 

Club's Constitution as approved by the Office of Fair Trading. 

 

2. Definitions 

For the purposes of these By-Laws, the following definitions apply: 

● Financial Member:  

A Member who has paid all applicable fees, including a Joining Fee, Annual 

Subscription, and any Hangarage fees, and whose membership is current. 

● Hangar Owner:  

A Financial Member who has a Hangar Site Agreement with the Club. 

● Member Tenant:  

A Financial or a Provisional Member who is a tenant in a hangar owned by 

another Financial Member. 

● Management Committee:  

The governing body of the Club. 

● Noisy Aircraft:  

For the purposes of these By-Laws, a Noisy Aircraft is one which the 

Management Committee has determined to have noise characteristics 

significantly greater than the average for aircraft at the airfield. The Committee 

shall base its determination on objective factors, including but not limited to: 

● The use of a two-stroke engine operating at high RPM. 

● The absence of effective exhaust muffling. 

● Propeller noise caused by high propeller tip speeds. 

 

● Flight Training:  

Refers to the flight training operations of Gold Coast Sports Flying Trust 

(GCSFT). 

● Club Facilities:  

Refers to all areas and property within the Club's leased area that are not subject 

to an exclusive Hangar Site Agreement. This includes, but is not limited to, the 

Clubhouse building, verandas, car parks, gardens, roads, driveways, taxiways, 

and all aircraft movement and parking areas. 
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3. Membership Categories and Fees 

All fees are inclusive of GST unless otherwise stated. 

3.1. Ordinary Member 

● Joining Fee:  

A one-time fee of $880. 

● Annual Subscription:  

$550 per financial year, paid in advance. Initial Annual Subscriptions for 

those joining partway through a financial year will be adjusted on a pro-

rata basis. 

● Voting Rights:  

Entitled to full voting rights. 

● The Management Committee can at own discretion discount fees of 

members due to voluntary contributions in a financial year. 

 

3.2. Social Member 

● Joining Fee:  

None. 

● Annual Subscription:  

$110 per financial year. 

● Voting Rights:  

No voting rights. 

3.3. Provisional Member 

● Purpose:  

This membership category is mandatory for any pilot of a visiting aircraft 

intending to stay for a period longer than 72 hours. It is also suitable for 

visiting pilots seeking familiarization on a member's aircraft or for non-

members who will park their aircraft in a member’s hangar for a maximum 

of 3 months. This membership must be applied for and granted by the 

Management Committee prior to arrival, except in cases of unforeseen 

circumstances (e.g., weather diversion), which will be handled at the 

Committee's discretion. 

● Voting Rights:  

No voting rights. 

● Fees and Terms:  

The following fees are payable in advance for the chosen term. No 

extensions are permitted; a new application is required upon expiry. 
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○ Up to two (1) weeks: $50.00 

○ Up to two (3) months: $330.00 

 

3.4. Student Member 

● Eligibility:  

Any person subscribed for training with an approved flight training 

operation. 

● Annual Subscription:  

$110 per annum. 

● Voting Rights:  

No voting rights. 

● Discount:  

A Student Member who converts to an Ordinary Member is eligible for a 

50% discount on the Joining Fee. 

3.5. Life Member 

● No yearly Membership fees. 

● Voting Rights:  

Entitled to full voting rights. 

 

3.6. Honorary Member 

● Eligibility:  

Flight Instructors from Gold Coast Sports Flyting Trust (GCSFT), and 

students undertaking a Trial and Introductory Flight (TIF) up to their 

third training session when they become full members of Recreational 

Aviation Australia (RAAus) n. The Management Committee may grant 

Honorary Membership to other persons at its discretion. 

● Fees:  

No Joining or Annual Subscription fees. 

● Rights:  

Do not have the rights of an Ordinary Member. 

3.7. Family Membership 

● Spouse or Partner:  

The spouse or partner of an Ordinary Member is entitled to become a 

Social Member at no additional cost. 

● Qualified Pilots:  

The spouse, sons, or daughters of an Ordinary Member who are qualified 

pilots must join as Ordinary Members and pay the Annual Subscription 

and Joining Fee. They are eligible for a 75% discount on the Joining Fee. 
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3.8. Temporary Conversion 

A Financial Ordinary Member who will be absent from the Club for an extended 

period may apply to the Management Committee for temporary conversion to 

Social Member status for a maximum of one year. A subsequent application for a 

temporary conversion is at the discretion of the Management Committee. 

 

4. Airfield, Hangar, and Visiting Aircraft Rules 

4.1. General Airfield Rules 

4.1.1. All aircraft not registered with Recreational Aviation Australia (RAAus) 

that are operating from the Airfield must carry a minimum of $2 million in 

third-party insurance that indemnifies the Gold Coast Sports Flying Club 

(GCSFC). 

4.1.2. All aircraft using the Airfield must be equipped with an operating VHF 

radio. 

4.1.3. Noise Abatement and Noisy Aircraft: 

4.1.3.1. All pilots are to operate their aircraft in a manner that minimizes 

noise impact on the surrounding community. 

4.1.3.2. Pilots of aircraft identified by the Management Committee as a 

Noisy Aircraft (as defined in Section 2) are subject to the 

following restrictions: 

○ Circuits are limited to a maximum of three in any 60-minute 

period in a 24-hour day 

○ Repetitive circuit training is not permitted before 8:00 AM 

or after 5:00 PM Monday to Saturday and 10AM to 4PM 

Sunday. 

4.1.3.3. The Management Committee reserves the right to impose further 

operational restrictions on any aircraft deemed to be a Noisy 

Aircraft. 

4.1.4. The Airfield may be closed from time to time due to weather, 

maintenance, safety concerns, or any other activities approved by the 

Management Committee in consultation with the Airfield Operator. This 

decision will be made by the Management Committee and may be 

implemented by a Committee Member, or any other person authorized by 

the Committee. 
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4.1.5. The access gate must be kept locked between 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

Financial members may access the airfield during these hours using their 

personal access code. 

4.1.6. Compliance with Operations Manual:  

All members, guests, and visitors must comply with the procedures and 

rules set out in the current version of the Club's Operations Manual. The 

Operations Manual is a supplementary document to these By-Laws, and 

a breach of its rules may be treated as a breach of the By-Laws. The 

Management Committee is responsible for ensuring the Operations 

Manual is readily accessible to all members. 

4.1.7. Pilots using a resident aircraft must be a paid-up financial ordinary 

member or a paid-up provisional member. 

4.1.8. Aircraft Operating Procedures must be in accordance with the Airfield 

Operations Manual. 

4.1.9. Maintenance on aircraft 

Any person not conforming to the rules for repairs or maintenance on an 

aircraft can be reported to the authorities and can face disciplinary action 

within the Club.  

Who can Perform Maintenance? 

 

4.1.9.1 Recreational Aviation Australia: 

   See the Recreational Aviation Australia Maintenance Manual. 

    

 

MAINTENANCE TASK 

MAINTENANCE AUTHORITY REQUIRED (Other than Group G aircraft) 

PRIVATE OPERATIONS 

AMATEUR BUILT 

PRIVATE OPERATIONS 

FACTORY BUILT 

HIRE &/OR FLYING 

TRAINING 

Pre-flight Final Inspection 

(FORM 007) 

Builder with L4 observing Not Applicable Not Applicable 

Daily Inspection  RPC Holder RPC Holder RPC Holder (not student) 

or Instructor 
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Pre-flight inspection 

(“walk-around”) 

RPC Holder RPC Holder RPC Holder or Instructor 

(including students under 

supervision) 

Pilot Maintenance RPC Holder or L1, L2, L4 RPC Holder or L1, L2, L4 RPC Holder, L2 or L4 

Scheduled Maintenance L1, L2, L4 L1, L2, L4 L2 or L4 

Periodic Inspection L1, L2, L4 L1, L2, L4 L2 or L4 

Taxi an Aircraft Reserved Reserved Reserved 

Repairs L1, L2, L4 L1, L2, L4 L2 or L4 

Modifications Refer to Section 6.1 of 

Technical Manual 

Refer to Section 6.1 of 

Technical Manual 

Refer to Section 6.1 of 

Technical Manual 

RAAUS or manufacturer 

Airworthiness Notices 

L1, L2, L4 L1, L2, L4  L2, L4 

Heavy landing Inspection L1, L2, L4 L1, L2, L4 L2, L4 

Component overhaul L1, L2, L4 L1, L2, L4 L2, L4 

Component replacement L1, L2, L4 L1, L2, L4 L2, L4 

Welding repairs L1, L2, L4 CASA Welding Authority 

holders 

CASA Welding Authority 

holders 

Weight and Balance 

activities 

CASA WCO CASA WCO CASA WCO 

 

   4.1.9.2 General Aviation: 

• Licensed Aircraft Maintenance Engineers (LAMEs): Hold a Part 66 

licence and can perform and certify maintenance within their licence 

privileges. 

• Approved Maintenance Organisations (Part 145 or Subpart 

42.F): Certified by CASA to maintain specific aircraft types. 

• Pilot Maintenance (Schedule 8): Pilots can perform specific, minor, 

non-complex maintenance (e.g., oil changes, replacing spark plugs, 

changing wheels) on their own aircraft, provided it is not used for 

charter. 
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• Owner-Builders: Persons who built their own amateur-built aircraft are 

authorized to maintain and certify them. 

• Under Supervision: Unlicensed persons may perform maintenance if 

they are under the direct supervision of a LAME or authorized 

person.  

 

4.2. Hangar and Hangarage Rules 

4.2.1. Membership Requirement:  

Hangar Owners, Member Tenants, and all other resident aircraft owners 

must be Financial Ordinary Members or Life Members of the Club. Only 

Financial Ordinary Members, Life Members, or individual Financial 

Ordinary Members in a syndicate, have the right to purchase or occupy a 

hangar. 

4.2.2. Hangar Site Agreement:  

No Member is entitled to a hangar site until a Hangar Site Agreement is 

signed by both the Member and the Club and a one-time transfer fee of 

$30 per square meter has been paid. 

4.2.3. Hangar Site Fees:  

Hangar Site Fees are $4.40 per square meter per financial year, including 

a contribution towards the Club's group hangar insurance premium, which 

is prorated based on the hangar footprint in square meters. A temporary 

annual levy may be set by the Club at a General Meeting, which will be 

payable in addition to the above fees. 

4.2.4. Permitted Use:  

Hangars are to be used for the storage of the Hangar Owner's aircraft or 

an approved Member Tenant's aircraft and related items, with aircraft 

storage as the primary use. The storage of assets belonging to any 

non-member (a third party) is strictly prohibited. 

4.2.5. Members and or their representatives are not allowed to sign an 

agreement with any non-member or organization for the use of their 

hangars other than for the storage of aircraft. Any such agreements can 

only be done with the prior written consent of the Management 

Committee. 

4.2.6. Changes to structures: 

Hangar owners must not undertake any structural alterations or 

modifications to their hangars without obtaining prior written approval 

from the Management Committee. In addition, all exterior paint finishes 
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must be consistent with the color scheme of the surrounding hangars 

unless prior written consent has been granted by the Management 

Committee. 

4.2.7. The storage of any dangerous goods such as lithium batteries, fuel, 

and other flammable goods are strictly prohibited. 

4.2.8. Assignment or Rental:  

A Hangar Owner may not assign, rent, or allow a non-Ordinary Member 

to use a hangar without prior written approval from the Management 

Committee. This includes using the hangar for a non-Ordinary Member's 

aircraft or items. The Management Committee may refuse approval or 

impose restrictions at its sole discretion. 

4.2.9. Sale of Hangars:  

A Hangar Owner must not sell or transfer ownership of a hangar to any 

person or entity that is not an existing Member permitted to own a hangar 

under clause 4.2.1. (Membership is subject to Management approval as 

per the Club’s Constitution Par.9.7) 

4.3. Visiting Aircraft Rules 

4.3.1. Reporting:  

All pilots of visiting aircraft intending to leave the aircraft unattended, 

must, upon arrival, report their presence by calling the designated Club 

phone number (+61-7-5616-6538) or sign in as a visitor electronically 

(Details on website and on clubhouse door) or by hard copy visitors 

book in the clubhouse. Contact details must be displayed. 

4.3.2. Stays of 72 Hours or Less:  

Visiting aircraft may be parked at the airfield for a single continuous 

period not exceeding 72 hours at no cost on the open grass area. 

4.3.3. Stays Exceeding 72 Hours: 

Any pilot of a visiting aircraft who intends to remain at the airfield for 

longer than 72 hours must be approved as a Provisional Member prior 

to arrival, as per the Provisional Member clause. Parking an aircraft for 

longer than 72 hours without a valid Provisional Membership is a breach 

of these By-Laws. 

4.3.4. Liability:  

The Club assumes no responsibility for the safety and security of visiting 

aircraft, the passengers and/or their belongings 

4.3.5. Aircraft suitability: 
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It is the pilot’s responsibility to determine if the runway is suitable for the 

aircraft used and the aircraft must be fitted with VHF radio. NO dual 

engine aircraft or helicopters are allowed. 

4.3.6. Insurance: 

Must carry third-party insurance as described in 4.1.1 of this document. 

 

 

5. Club Facilities 

5.1. Members and visitors are expected to keep the Club Facilities clean and tidy. 

5.2. The Club Facilities are maintained on a voluntary basis by all Members. The 

Management Committee is responsible for coordinating maintenance and may 

delegate tasks as required. 

5.3. No organized activities are to take place in the Club Facilities without prior written 

approval from the Management Committee. 

5.4. The Club Facilities may be made available for rent or for other purposes 

approved by the Management Committee. 

5.5. For all non-urgent matters regarding the Club Facilities, Airfield, or 

administration, Members should contact the Management Committee via the 

designated Club phone number (+61-7-5616-6538) or the official Club email 

address (secretary@gcsfc.org.au). 

5.6. Parking and Storage in Club Facilities:  

Members may not park, or cause to be parked, store, or cause to be stored, any 

vehicle or item within the Club Facilities without prior permission from the 

Management Committee. This includes all areas between hangars. For the 

avoidance of doubt, water storage facilities and water pumps intended to supply 

water to hangars are permitted in the areas between hangars. 

 

6. Emergencies and Incidents 

6.1. Safety Primacy: 

In any emergency or incident, the safety of individuals is the paramount priority. 

6.2. Pilot Responsibility:  

Pilots involved in any accident or incident are required to follow the procedures 

set down in the relevant CASA or RAAus regulations. 
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6.3. Immediate Action:  

Every Member present at an accident or incident must take all reasonable steps 

to ensure the safety and well-being of aircraft occupants if safe to do so. 

6.4. First Aid Kit:  

A first aid kit is in the Clubhouse. Any use of materials from the kit must be 

recorded in the logbook so it can be replenished. 

6.5. Emergency Services:  

In the case of a significant accident or injury, the Ambulance and Police must be 

called immediately and press the airfield’s emergency siren. 

6.6. Media Contact:  

Members MUST NOT contact or speak with any member of the news media 

regarding Club business or any incident at the airfield. All media inquiries must 

be directed to the Club President or another member of the Management 

Committee. 

6.7. Accident Investigation:  

Following an accident, the aircraft and its components must not be moved or 

interfered with, except for safety reasons. The wreckage will be under the control 

of the relevant authorities (e.g., ATSB, Police) until officially released to the 

owner.  

6.8. Reporting to the Committee:  

All accidents or incidents within the airfield (onsite) must be reported to the 

Management Committee as soon as practicable via the designated the club 

email address (secretary@gcsfc.org.au) 

 

7. Commercial Operations and Organized Activities 

7.1. No commercial aircraft operations may take place at the Airfield, except for: 

7.1.1. The training activities of Gold Coast Sports Flying Trust (GCSFT) being 

provided to a Member. 

7.1.2. Maintenance performed on an aircraft owned by an Ordinary / Provisional 

Club Member. 

7.1.3. Other specific operations as approved in writing by the Management 

Committee. 

7.2. Any person undertaking training with Gold Coast Sports Flying Trust (GCSFT) 

must be a student or Ordinary Member of the Club. 
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7.3. No organized activities may be conducted without prior written approval from the 

Management Committee. 

 

8. General Member Rules 

8.1. Membership & Guests 

8.1.1. An Ordinary Member's first 12 months of membership after his/her 

acceptance at a Committee Meeting is considered a probationary 

period. The Management Committee reserves the right to not renew the 

membership at the end of this period at the discretion of the Management 

Committee without any financial compensation. Any non-Member is 

considered a guest and must be accompanied by a Member at all times. 

The Member is responsible for the guest's conduct, safety and for 

ensuring they comply with these By-Laws and safety regulations. 

8.1.2. All persons visiting the Airfield, including guests of Members and pilots 

of visiting aircraft, must sign the Visitors' Book upon arrival. Members 

are responsible for ensuring their guests comply with this rule. 

8.1.3. Club Members are not allowed to contact the landowners (David Heck 

group or Gold Coast City Council) without prior permission by the 

Management Committee) 

8.2. Club Business 

8.2.1. Unless required by statute, members are not permitted to discuss or 

contact certain entities about Club business without prior written approval 

from the Management Committee. Failure to comply may result in 

membership cancellation. These entities include: 

● Local, State, or Federal government or regulatory organizations. 

● The Airfield landlord (lessor) or their employees. 

● The media. 

 

9. Risk Management 

9.1. Hazard Reporting:  

All Members must promptly report any hazardous or perceived hazardous 

conditions to the Management Committee by calling the designated Club 

phone number (+61-7-5616-6538) or any of the Management Committee 

members. 

9.2. Compliance:  

All Members must conform to State, Local, and Federal Workplace Health and 

Safety requirements. 
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9.3. Third-Party Assets:  

No third-party assets are to be stored on the airfield. The Club accepts no 

responsibility or liability for any third-party / non-members’ assets brought onto or 

stored at the Club Facilities. 

9.4. Use of equipment: 

Any member who is willing to use any of the Club’s equipment such as (but not 

limited to) tractor, ride on lawnmower, etc., must be approved by the 

Management Committee and must undergo an Induction to get familiar with the 

equipment. The use of equipment is strictly used at your own risk. 

 

10. Treasurer 

10.1. The Treasurer will provide a summary of the Club's income and expenditure at 

each Club meeting. 

10.2. Members wishing to view the financial statements should approach the Treasurer 

directly. 

 

11. Insurance 

11.1. Club Coverage:  

The Club's group insurance scheme provides coverage for Hangar-Keepers 

Liability, Airport Owners and Operators Liability, Voluntary Workers Personal 

Accident, Business Cover for theft and glass, Management Indemnity, and Public 

Liability for the Club's Leased Area and buildings. Coverage for Hangar Owners' 

Sites and Hangars is a minimum of $10 million per occurrence. 

11.2. Premium Funding:  

The annual group Hangar-Keepers Liability insurance premium is based on the 

combined area of all buildings on the Leased Area. This cost is apportioned to all 

Hangar Owners based on their respective hangar sizes and is included in the 

Hangar Site fees. Premiums for all other covers are funded from the Annual 

Ordinary Member subscriptions. 

 


